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Message from the Artistic Director 

 

Welcome to the world of Shumka School!   

Let me take you on a whirlwind tour.... Shumka School of Dance is a wonderful, exciting place where friends are 

made and dance dreams are realized. 

Since 1989, Shumka School has served the youngest members of the Shumka Family, enriched by all of the cultural 

traditions that Shumka represents.  Shumka School offers an intensive Ukrainian dance training program for dancers 

of all ages.  Our Core Program utilizes the Shumka Syllabus for Ukrainian Dance, complemented by competitive and 

non-competitive performance opportunities.  Our Enrichment Program allows dancers to practice their art more than 

once a week.  And we can’t forget about our Adult classes -- perfect for friendship, fitness and fun.  

Whatever your age and interest, there is a class for you at Shumka School! 

We believe that building self-esteem and establishing friendships are essential elements of a dancer’s progress.  We 

are also committed to the long-term safety and success of each individual who pursues this step-by-step skill 

development.  

Our Ukrainian culture has many exquisite faces and even more vibrant colours.  It is a gift of tradition and heritage 

that we share with each other and with the world.  As we represent that heritage, our talented staff of Shumka dancers 

will be there to guide you in your success. 

I look forward to meeting all of you and am truly excited to lead the artistic team here at Shumka School. 

So, JOIN US!  

Live the adventure!...Dance the dream!… and Catch the Whirlwind! 

 

Dave Ganert 

Artistic Director  

 

 

 

Our Offices & Studios 

Shumka School has three fully-equipped professional studios in Edmonton and one in Sherwood Park.  Our facilities 

offer professional dance flooring, full-length mirrors, and ballet barres.  Our studios are enhanced by pitch-controlled 

stereo systems and TV/DVD equipment. 

Shumka Studios - Aurora School 
(Just off St. Albert Trail and Yellowhead Trail) 

12245-131 Street, Edmonton 

 

Father Kenneth Kearns School 
8 Sandpiper Drive, Sherwood Park 

 

The administrative offices of the Shumka School of Dance are at Shumka Studios.  

Mailing Address 

12245 131 Street 

Edmonton, AB 

T5L 1M8 

 

Telephone (780) 455-9559 

Fax (780) 455-7889 

Email ssd@shumka.com 

Website www.shumka.com 

 

 

http://www.shumka.com/
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Our Mandate and Philosophy 

“Making quality Ukrainian dance fun and educational.” 

Ukrainian dance today combines elements of traditional Ukrainian folk dance with contemporary styles of training 

and performing.  Elements of national stage dance, ballet, character and dramatization are woven into time-honoured 

tapestries, creating today’s performing stage art characterized by the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers. 

Our mandate is to offer a high quality Ukrainian dance training program that provides dancers with a strong 

background in traditional and contemporary Ukrainian dance.  This is achieved through in-class training and stage 

performance experiences.  

We strive to create a fun Ukrainian dance environment with the highest priority placed upon developing the required 

skills of technique and performance.  These skills are essential for those who wish to dance at the highest levels of 

Ukrainian dance.  We share a family environment that is inspirational, educational, and encourages a spirit of interest 

in Ukrainian dance, Ukrainian culture, and dance in general. 

Since 1994, the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers and Shumka Dance Syllabus have placed a high priority on the 

development and implementation of the Shumka Syllabus for Ukrainian Dance, in order to ensure proper skill training 

for generations to come.  Shumka School is proud to offer a curriculum-based Ukrainian dance program through the 

Shumka Syllabus for Ukrainian dance. 

 

Shumka Syllabus for Ukrainian Dance (SSUD) 

The Shumka Syllabus for Ukrainian Dance (SSUD) is a fully researched and developed curriculum program that 

ensures correct advancement of dance skill and technique, and enhances the dance training process by:   

 Offering consistency in training 

 Providing logical progression from one level to the next 

 Standardizing the use of terminology 

 Standardizing the style and technique of steps and exercises 

Throughout the year, dancers follow a pre-determined course of study, including set exercises at the barre, from the 

corner, and in the centre.  These exercises are set to custom-orchestrated music.  They complement the learning 

process and contribute to the overall long-term development of the dancer.  Every new exercise and skill learned is 

like a fresh piece in a puzzle.  When the puzzle is complete, a dancer should have the technical skills to work at a high 

dance level.  In this manner, we ensure proper growth and critical skill development while providing students with a 

solid foundation of skills and knowledge in dance theatre, drama, and ethnography.   

The Shumka Syllabus for Ukrainian Dance is widely used by Ukrainian dance schools and ensembles across Canada.  

Through it, Ukrainian dance now takes its place alongside other established dance forms with recognized curricula, 

such as ballet, tap and jazz.  

Independent evaluations are offered annually, by recommendation of the student’s instructor.  These evaluations build 

confidence and provide students with a sense of achievement and an indication of their technical ability.  

 

I do not try to dance better than anyone else. I only try to dance better than 

myself.         -- Mihkail Baryshnikov 

 Student Placement 

New students should attend a placement session in order to be placed within our SSUD Core Program (Grades 1 

through 9).  Students are placed according to: 

 Skill and Technique 

 Age 

 Potential 

 Commitment 

 Attitude 
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It is most productive for the student to be placed in a class with others of similar ability.  This ensures a level of 

training appropriate for each dancer’s skills.  Accordingly, Core Program class placements may be altered in the first 

three (3) weeks of the dance year.  Placements will be finalized by the first week of October.  

At the end of the year, a recommendation will be made regarding the class in which each student should register, for 

the following year.  The Instructor(s) and the Artistic Director make this decision jointly.  The Artistic Director may 

suggest a Classical Ballet class or a Shumka Summer Dance Camp to boost the student’s abilities.   

SSDõs Expectations of Our Dancers 

All dancers are expected to comply with all SSD policies including those concerning: 

 Rehearsal attire  

 Costuming and Makeup  

 Attendance and Punctuality 

 Studio and classroom rules  

 Etiquette 

 

Attendance is mandatory at the following: 

 All scheduled classes  

 Winter Concert 

 Celebration of Spring - Year-end Recital 

 Designated competitions and performances 

 Photo Day 

 

(Continuous and problematic absences are disruptive and have a negative effect on choreography, classroom 

dynamics, and preparedness for performances. Please make every effort to attend all rehearsals and performances to 

ensure the success of the student and the class.) 

 

SSDõs Expectations of Our Dancersõ Parents: 

 Newsletter Weeks - Monthly parent information sessions 

 The newsletter is distributed to all classes during their regularly scheduled class that falls during the 

first full week of classes each month. (Newsletter weeks are indicated at the bottom of the bright 

yellow calendar of classes that is distributed during the first two weeks of class.)  During Newsletter 

Week, parents are invited to watch the last 10 minutes of their child’s class, and will be informed of 

all upcoming events, fundraising and costume info, etc.   

 Either the student’s parent or a representative of the family is expected to be in attendance.  

 If you are unable to attend, please make sure there is an adult representative of your family who can 

collect your newsletter and relay all pertinent information to you.    

 Costumes checks 

 Parents must attend in order to be made fully aware of the costume pieces required for their child’s 

costume(s), and any deadlines to be met.  Those not attending may be assessed a $25 fee if a private 

session with the Costume Director is required.  

 Parent View Weeks 

 Parents should attend in order to be fully aware of the progress of their child. 

 Competitions and Performances 

 It is recommended that parents attend when possible. 
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Rehearsal Attire 

Our dress code enables instructors to ensure that dancers are using proper alignment and correct muscles, thereby 

avoiding injuries. It is not necessary that you purchase the exact brands of the dance wear listed below; however, 

these brands are recommended because they are of high quality and are very suitable for our purposes.  

 

General guidelines (boys and girls): 

 No jewellery (including watches). 

 All dancers are required to have water bottles with water – no pop or juice please.  

 Hair should be securely tied back and off of the face. 

Sweat pants and sweatshirts may ONLY be worn if the studio is cold.  After the student has warmed up, 

he/she will be expected to remove his/her sweat clothes.  

     Footwear 

     Boys  Pre-beginner, Beginner, Grades 1, 2, 3 - black leather slipper (with elastic sewn on) 

  Grade 4+    - Capezio Split Sole Gore Boot or Bloch  

          Enduro-Tech bootie (for training and performance) 

                             Grades 8, 9                                                       -Will also require red boots 

 

    Girls  Pre-beginner, Beginner, Grades 1, 2, 3 - red leather slipper (with elastic sewn on) 

    Note: Some Grade 3 classes may require the Black Paris teaching shoe. You will be notified if this is required. 

  Grade 4+    - Bloch black leather jazz oxford (for training) 

                                                                                - Black Paris teaching shoe (for performance) 

        Graded 8, 9                                                      -Will also require red boots 

 

Bodywear: 

    Boys  Black jazz pant 

Fitted white men’s dance top (no colours, patterns or writing; (White SSD camp t-shirt accepted) 

Note: For syllabus examinations you will require a white dance top or t-shirt with no writing. 

    Girls  Black, full-footed tights 

Black Capezio #272 wrap skirt 

Black Capezio #9630 bodysuit 

 

Costumes 

In almost all cases, dancers are required to have their own Central Ukraine Costume. In order to ensure that dancers 

look their best on stage, and to minimize the costs and volunteer efforts associated with costuming our dancers, 

Shumka School of Dance maintains a costume inventory.  Each costume can be worth up to $500.00. Therefore, when 

additional costumes are required, we make every attempt to have these regional costumes available for rent.   

In cases where dancers require costumes from the School’s inventory, rental charges apply.  Details on costume rental 

fees are found in the fees section of this handbook.  Costumes from Shumka School’s costume inventory are also 

available for rent for private instruction (solos, duets, private performances).   Costume rental fees cover dry-cleaning, 

maintenance and storage as well as incidental costuming and prop purchases.   

The School aims to be reasonable in its costuming requirements and relies upon a combination of hired/professional 

assistance and parent volunteer support to coordinate construction of required costume pieces.   Each parent will be 

responsible for ensuring that any costumes assigned to him/her for construction are completed by the date established 

by the Costume Director.  Costume choices and design will reflect the artistic and performance requirements of the 

class. 

All personal costumes must meet Shumka School costume criteria.  These criteria are determined by the Artistic 

Director and the Costume Director. Where additional costumes are required, dancers must be available for 

measurements and costume fittings, schedules and notices of which will be distributed in class and through the 

newsletter.   
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Class Etiquette ð Dancers and Parents 

Dance is an art form requiring respect. Respect should be shown at all times toward: 

 Instructors – Please address your instructor by Miss, Mrs., or Mr. in front of their first name. 

 The Art Form  

 Other dancers 

 Yourself 

 Personal property 

 Studio facilities and equipment  

Dancers are expected to use courtesy and common sense in their actions at all times. 

 Please remove all outdoor footwear when entering dance studios to ensure a clean and safe 

dancing environment. Shoe racks are provided to help keep dirt outside the studio. 

 Dancers are expected to wear proper rehearsal attire as described above. 

 Dancers are expected to learn the proper etiquette when entering and leaving a class 

 Dancers are expected to arrive in plenty of time to be dressed and ready for class to begin on time. 

 Parents:  Please refrain from entering the studio during class times as it is distracting to the 

students and instructors.  This includes opening the studio doors at any time.  There will be 

regularly scheduled viewing times throughout the year and other performing opportunities to view 

your child’s progress.  Photographing or videotaping all or part of a class is prohibited.    

 Politeness, courtesy and appropriate language and behaviour are required in class. 

 Chewing gum or other food in class is prohibited. 

 Bathroom breaks should be taken before class begins, or during breaks. 

 Water breaks will be given only when the instructor gives permission. 

 TEAMWORK is expected.  Dancers will be positive and encourage other dancers in an effort to 

improve themselves and the group. 

 Dancers will respect one another’s progress and be supportive of any differences.  Let’s work 

together! 

 Running, yelling, and fooling around in the studio or the hallways is not acceptable behaviour. 

 Props and costumes that are not being used during the class should not be touched. 

 Studio and change room fixtures, pictures and equipment must not be touched or disturbed. 

 Individual instructors may have additional class rules that should be recognized at all times. 

 

Attendance 
Regular attendance is paramount for the success of the dancer and for allowing classes to progress efficiently.  (Please 

see above attendance requirements for other than regularly scheduled classes.) 

 Students with injuries or minor illnesses are expected to attend and watch class.  There is much that can be 

learned from watching and learning with your mind.  Attending also helps the teacher and the rest of the 

class so the dancer doesn’t fall as far behind. 

 If a dancer is going to be absent from a class, either the dancer or his or her parent must advise the 

SSD office in advance.  Please leave a message in the general mailbox if necessary. 

 Written notice of anticipated future absences should be provided to the instructor as soon as possible.  

Such absences include winter holidays, other dance competitions, etc. 

 If a dancer misses more than two classes, the instructor or Artistic Director may contact the student or 

his/her parents. 

 Continuous/problematic absences may result in the student being asked to withdraw from the program. 

 

The only way to discover the limits of the possible is to go beyond them into the 

  impossible.  -- Arthur C. Clarke 
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Punctuality 

 Dancers are to be present and prepared for class ten minutes in advance of the scheduled class time.  Once 

the class has begun, dancers should seat themselves promptly at the front of class so that attendance may 

be taken.  This will allow instructors to proceed with the lesson plan and finish classes on time, enabling 

subsequent classes to start on schedule.   

 Being late for class is not respectful.  It breaks concentration and causes disruption among the other 

dancers.  The younger the dancers, the greater the disruption.  Arriving early allows students to use the 

bathroom prior to class, thus avoiding additional disruptions to class. 

 Parents should ensure that their children are picked up promptly after class, and are not left waiting for a 

ride, long after their class is finished.  

 Should the student exhibit a pattern of late arrivals, disciplinary measures may be considered. 

 

Disciplinary Policy 

Should a student cause disruption to the class due to absences, late arrivals, improper attire or inappropriate 

behaviour, the following courses of action will take place: 

 The instructor will deal with the student in an appropriate manner in class.  

 Written notice or a phone call will be made to the parent regarding the dancer’s behaviour.   

 Should the behaviour continue, a meeting will be called with the instructor, the Artistic Director and the 

student’s parent(s).  The instructor may alter the dancer’s place in choreography or remove him/her 

entirely from it.  The student will then be placed on probation.   

 Should the behaviour persist, the student may be asked to withdraw from the program without a refund of 

any fees.   

 Material covered just prior to a performance is crucial to what appears on stage; therefore, the 

School reserves the right to alter the dancer’s place in choreography or remove him/her entirely 

from the piece, if absences, whether excused or unexcused, occur within two(2) weeks of a 

performance. 

Training and Choreography 

Our class objectives are to: 

 Find a balance between training and choreography. 

 Share cultural information associated with the region and the character of the dance in order to give 

dancers a better understanding of the region of Ukraine and the people they are representing. 

 Challenge every dancer at his or her own level, through choreography. 

 Introduce the dancers to a theatrical component, when appropriate. 

 

Additional opportunities for training and choreography include: 

 

 Ballet Classes 

 Dancers learn the fundamentals of dance through ballet.  Emphasis is placed on proper dance line, 

body alignment, and muscle development as explored through classical barre, center and 

travelling exercises designed to enhance flexibility, rhythm and strength. 

 

 Enrichment Classes 

 Dancers will focus on Ukrainian technique and will experience instruction in a variety of dance 

lexicon 

 Private Instruction 

 Solos, duets, trios, and quartets 

 

Shumka School may also undertake other special projects that will be open to dancers throughout the school. 
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Enrichment Program 

In order to fully master the discipline of Ukrainian dance, we highly recommend that students in Grade 1 and up 

augment their once-a-week class with additional Ballet classes and dancers are also encouraged to take an Enrichment 

class.   

   

Private Instruction (Solo and Duet Work) 

Private instruction is for those students wishing to do extra work outside of regular class time.  This may include 

preparation of solos, duets, trios or small group dances for competition and other performances. Private instruction is 

also available if the student needs extra work.  Private instruction may be arranged through the Artistic Director with 

the Instructor.  

Dancers should consult with their Instructor and the Artistic Director to determine if doing a solo/duet is advised. 

 Students may personally ask an instructor if he/she is willing to provide solo/duet instruction. 

 If the student does not have a particular instructor in mind, Shumka School will do its best to find an 

instructor for him/her. 

 Contracts are signed directly between instructors and parents, usually on a flat rate or hourly basis.  

Payment for instruction is made directly to the instructor.  

 A one-time $20.00 administration fee per group (whether solo, duet, trio or quartet) is payable to Shumka 

School of Dance to cover such costs as studio and administrative time.   

 Students have the opportunity to enter their solos/duets into competitions through the SSD office.  Please 

consult the November newsletter for details. 

 

When should a dancer do a solo or duet?  
 Excerpted from When is the Right time to do a Solo?  Rhee Gold in The Goldrush March/April 2000 

 

You should be a dancer who is ready to accept an additional challenge.  You must have confidence and not be afraid 

to accept an adjudicator’s criticism.  Most importantly, you are a dancer who is technically and emotionally ready for 

the experience.  The solo experience can be wonderful and motivating, but it can also be devastating.  So, when is a 

dancer ready for a solo? 

 When you realize you are making a serious commitment to yourself and to your dancing. 

 When you are willing to go into the studio or your basement, alone, to focus extra time on your solo. 

 When you are willing to take your solo apart, count by count and make sure you know all the technical 

details of your dance, the position of your arms on every count, the best angles for positioning, etc… 

 When you are willing to run your solo “full-out” all the time to build your strength and stamina. 

 When you are technically ready. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dance, even if you have nowhere to do it but your living room. - Kurt Vonnegut 
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Performances and Festivals 

We strive to provide a balance of competitive and non-competitive performance opportunities. 

Shumka School arranges for students to participate in a number of competitions and festivals each year, since these 

opportunities provide the following: 

 psychological and physical development 

 the opportunity for a dancer to become comfortable on stage performing for an audience   

 feedback from independent adjudicators who can provide valuable insight into the development of the 

individual and the class 

 a valuable social gathering where students from around the province and beyond can share their love of 

dance and culture.  

We are also aware that festivals and competitions can be a difficult experience for some students.  Instructors will try 

to impress upon the students that it is the experience of the festival that is important and not just the resulting marks or 

medals.  Every dancer is expected to focus on their group and personal achievements, and not compare themselves to 

other dancers or groups.  The adjudicator provides his or her opinion and it is important to understand that this is just 

one person’s opinion.   

Shumka School selects the festivals that the school and each class will attend during any given year.  Plenty of 

notification will be given as to the approximate time a competition will occur.   

How do competitions and festivals work?  We submit the names of those students we would like to enter into each 

festival and competition.  We cannot control the decision as to when we will compete.  We can also not predict when 

the festival or competition will send us their final schedule.  We will let you know as soon as we know!   

It’s much like hockey finals and other sports competitions etc…  If you want to be a participant, then you must show 

up when you are scheduled! 

Dancer attendance is expected at all competitions and festivals selected by the Artistic Director.  The following chart 

provides some general guidelines as to the competitions and festivals in which each grade will compete. 

 
 
Level 

 
Competitions or Festivals per year 

 
Pre-Beginner and Beginner 

 
0 

 
Grades 1, 2, 3, 4 
 

 
1 (Veeteretz) 

 
Grade 5 ï 9 

 
2 (Veeteretz and Vermilion) 

 

Shumka School will inform families about the competitions we will be attending, via the monthly newsletter. 

  

As part of our non-competitive opportunities, all dancers will participate in the Winter Concert and the Spring 

Concert, as these are celebrations of our achievements and a showcase of our talents.   

There may be additional performance opportunities throughout the year; however, these are subject to dancer 

and instructor availability, and  the readiness of the class.  It will be up to the Artistic D irector  and instructor to 

determine which classes will parti cipate in these extra events.  Such performances may include: 

 Retirement Homes 

 Local and other community events 

 Special Invitations 

 

It takes an athlete to dance, but an artist to be a dancer.  -- Shanna LaFleur 

 

 

Performance Check List 
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 Material covered just prior to a performance, competition or festival is crucial to what appears on stage.  

Therefore, Shumka School reserves the right to alter a dancer’s place in choreography or remove him/her 

entirely from the piece, should absences, whether excused or unexcused, occur within two (2) weeks of a 

performance. 

 On the day of the competition, ensure that all the details surrounding arrival and performance are known 

well in advance.  Check with the instructor to find out exactly what he/she wants dancers to be doing.  

 Arrive at least an hour early in order to have time to practice and focus.  Late arrivals cause stress for other 

dancers and the instructor.  Upon arrival, find out where dancers are supposed to go and either change 

immediately or go to rehearsal. 

 Hair should be braided ahead of time, or dancers should arrive more than one hour early if someone else 

needs to braid their hair for them.  (Please make sure that this is pre-arranged.)  

 Ask the instructor in advance whether make-up is required, what kind, and how it should be applied. 

 No gum, watches, or jewellery (including earrings, rings, necklaces, bracelets).  No sparkles in the hair or 

glitter on the face.  The absence of these items gives us a more professional look. 

 Parents, please note that competitions schedules often run behind.  After a dance is finished dancers must 

stay for their adjudication.  Take this time to allow the students to watch other students dance. 

 Check all costumes the night before.  Make sure they are clean and in good repair.  Then check them again 

the next morning.  Start at the bottom and work up.  Do you have your shoes, socks, tights, pants, skirts, 

slips, aprons, shirts, hats, belts, headpieces and sashes? Someone always forgets his or her shoes or belt or 

hat.  Don’t let that happen to you!! 

 All Shumka School students are expected to be polite and friendly to our dancers and to other dancers in 

all situations.  Congratulate other dancers on a job well done and shake hands.  Introduce yourself to 

dancers you don’t know.  This kind of positive attitude at festivals and competitions is good and helps 

lighten the tension.   

 Above all, know that dancers are not only representing themselves, but their instructors, their classmates, 

their school, and the entire Shumka Family. 

 You deserve to be proud of your accomplishments and those of others before you.  So, smile! 

 

Things to think about during a show: 

 Stay back from the wings until it is your turn to line up. 

 If there are no wings – stand quietly and professionally in your designated area. 

 Please stay close to your group prior to performing. 

 Go to the washroom before you get dressed. 

 Double check each others’ costumes before you go on stage. 

 All headpieces must be pinned securely. 

 Costume pieces falling off on stage is absolutely unacceptable. 

 If something falls onto the stage – be discreet but pick it up and get it off stage and then everybody can 

enjoy the rest of the dance. 

 Clap for other performers. 

 If there is a problem with the music, keep smiling and keep dancing until either the music kicks back in or 

there is an appropriate time to exit. 

 When passing behind the back curtain in any theatre, walk slowly, quietly and against the back wall. 

 No talking – if you must say something, whisper! 

 No fooling around or horse play. 

 Be professional at all times. 

 Don’t touch anything back stage. 

 

In general, when you are in costume you must realize that you are already performing because people are already 

watching you! You are not only representing yourself but your class, Shumka School, and ultimately the Ukrainian 

Shumka Dancers as well! 
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School Calendar 

All Core and Enrichment classes run for nine months from mid-September until the middle of May.   Should a student 

require extra preparation for syllabus examinations, he or she will need to contract an instructor privately.  Syllabus 

examinations will take place in May and conclude by the end of the first week in June.  Ballet classes run from mid- 

September through to the end of March.  Every attempt has been made to run our classes in conjunction with the 

calendars of all Edmonton area school districts.  For your convenience, holidays and breaks are determined as much 

as possible by school board calendars. 

 

Progress Reports 

Interim progress reports will be issued to each dancer in the school, before the Christmas break.  The dancers’ 

instructor completes these Progress Reports.  The reports are a useful tool for providing parents and dancers with 

feedback about the dancer’s skill development and classroom behaviour, prior to evaluations.  They will also include 

evaluations on the dancer’s adherence to attendance, punctuality and dress code policies. 

 

Syllabus Examinations 

What is the Syllabus for Ukrainian dance? 

 
The Syllabus for Ukrainian Dance is a Ukrainian dance training program developed by Mr. Douglas Rachinski, and 

managed by the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers.  The Syllabus is a dance training curriculum for dancers aged 6 years 

and over.  The curriculum guides dancers through a progression of Ukrainian character and classical ballet steps and 

exercises over a nine grade program, ensuring dancers gain an age-appropriate and ample array of Ukrainian stage 

dance skills.  With this program, Ukrainian dance now takes its place alongside other established dance forms such as 

ballet, tap and jazz, which also have a recognized curriculum of study.   
 

Why are exams a part of this program? 

Exams are offered to students in the program in order to build confidence and provide students with a sense of 

achievement and an indication of their dance ability.  Participation in student examinations is optional, but highly 

recommended for providing a goal towards which the student can work.  These evaluations also offer third-party 

assessment of the student’s progress.  Each student in the Core Curriculum Program will be assessed for his or her 

suitability to be evaluated by an independent evaluator.  Only students recommended by their instructor and the 

Artistic Director will be offered the opportunity to be examined. This examination provides an objective opinion of 

the student’s progress through the curriculum.  Each student examined will be provided with a written report and a 

certificate.  

 

What do the different levels of the exam mean? 

 
At each grade, the student has an opportunity to be recommended for examination in one of the following patterns: 

 

Certificate Level:  The basic exercises required to complete a given grade of the syllabus curriculum.  

 

Diploma Level:  The basic exercises required to complete a given grade level of the syllabus curriculum, plus some 

additional and more challenging exercises and combinations of exercises.   

 

Audit:  At the discretion of the instructor, students who are not expected to achieve a passing grade may be given 

opportunity for audit examination.  The auditing student is critiqued via a comment sheet in the same manner as a 

non-auditing student, but not offered a grade.  Other conditions apply. 

 

Recommendations to participate in either a certificate, diploma or audit exam are made on behalf of the student by 

his/her instructor in April. 
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Is my child ready to take the exam? 

 
The exam is structured to provide a non-threatening environment in which the dancer can learn about his/her own 

progress, strengths, and weaknesses, and receive encouragement for the skills he/she has mastered. 

 

Instructors are aware of each dancer’s progress and are therefore in the best position to advise the dancer and/or 

parent if, in their opinion, the dancer is not adequately prepared for the examination. There are many reasons why 

dancers may not be recommended for the exam, but such a recommendation does not mean overall failure in the 

program.  It is common for dancers to take more than one year to prepare to examine at a particular grade 

level.  An average student will require 11-12 years to complete 9 grades. Also, students may examine at the certificate 

level in one year, and then at the diploma level for the same grade, in the following year.  To ensure a productive, 

positive exam experience, instructors will only recommend students they believe are adequately prepared to take the 

exam.     

 

Who decides whether my child will take the exam? 

 
If the instructor recommends that your child take the exam, the choice of whether or not to register him/her for the 

exam is up to you.  Should you wish to register him/her, please bring the attached form and fee payment to the office.  

Should you have any questions about the instructor’s recommendation, please discuss it with the instructor. 

 

Does the exam result determine advancement to the next grade at SSD?  

 
The syllabus exam result gives an indication of how well the dancer has learned and can execute the required 

elements of their current grade.  It is not the sole factor used to determine whether the dancer will advance to the next 

grade. Progress through the grades is determined by a combination of placement tests, syllabus exam results, and the 

instructor’s recommendation to the Artistic Director during the first 3 weeks of the curriculum. 

 

Grading 

 

In either the certificate or diploma pattern, the Academy will provide one of the following grades 

along with written commentary of the student’s progress: 

 

1. Credit      2. Credit +      3. Pass      4. Pass +      5. Commended      6. Commended +      7. Honors      8. Honors + 

 

All dancers receiving a standing of “Pass” or higher receive a certificate of achievement and are recommended for 

advancement as set out in “SDSA Student Recognition.”  Candidates receiving a grade of “Credit” or “Credit +” 

receive a certificate of participation and are recommended to examine in the same grade level (certificate or diploma 

pattern) in the subsequent year. 

 

Dancers advancing to the next grade level having a credit or credit+ grade in the previous level are not permitted to 

examine in the next grade or any higher grade level for a minimum of one dance season (approximately one year).  If 

and when they are re-integrated into syllabus exams, they are required to enter at the certificate level.   

 

 

Opportunities to View Your Childõs Class 

Parents are encouraged to observe their child’s entire class during designated Parent View weeks.  Parents are also 

invited to watch the last few minutes of specific classes, at the discretion of the instructor.  We have found that 

unscheduled parent viewing can be disruptive to the class experience; therefore, we ask that no other viewing or class 

interruptions occur without the permission of the instructor.  Parent View Weeks will take place November 29-

December 3, 2010 and March 21-25, 2011. 
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Social Events 

Shumka School tries to promote a fun family atmosphere in the midst of our hard work.    We host several events 

throughout the year which are designed to encourage getting to know one another.  Families are encouraged to 

participate in the following events: 

 Winter Concert 

 WEM World Waterpark Fundraiser 

 Celebration of Spring - Year End Concert 

Other performances also provide a good opportunity for dancers and their families to get to know one another and the 

rest of the Ukrainian dance community. 

 

Fundraising and Volunteer Opportunities 

Each family is required to make a fundraising contribution to support the on-going operations of the school.  The amount 

of the contribution depends upon the number of children a family has registered in the school.  The amounts required are 

as follows: 

 

1
st
 child:  $100 

2
nd

 child:  $75 

3
rd   

child: (and additional children): $50 each  

 

The fundraising contribution takes the form of an undated cheque or cheques made payable to the Shumka School of 

Dance.  The cheque is submitted at the beginning of the year, along with all other tuition payments, but is held until the 

end of the year.  If the cheque is cashed, the family will receive a tax deductible receipt for 100% of this donation.   

 

Families have the option of meeting their fundraising obligation in one of the following ways, should they prefer that their 

cheque not be cashed.  At the end of the year, the cheque will be destroyed (or returned upon request), as long as the 

equivalent dollar value is contributed in one or more of these ways during the year: 

 

a. Purchasing tickets for Shumka Schoolôs WEM World Waterpark fundraiser (tickets are $10 each) ï this yearôs 

event to be held Saturday, May 29, 2010. 

 

b. Purchasing tickets for our Travel raffle package (Shumkaôs Gala takes place November 20, 2010) ï raffle tickets 

are $20 each. 

 

c. Purchasing tickets for Shumkaôs Liquor Basket raffle to be held at GALA on November 20.  A book of 50 tickets 

at $2 per ticket, must be sold in order to write off a $100 fundraising obligation. 

 

d. Volunteering at one or more of Shumkaôs or Shumka Schoolôs fundraising events, or other committees  

(costuming, etc) ï volunteer labour is considered to be $10/hour in value; however, opportunities are limited and 

are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.  Sign-up sheets for these opportunities are available at the 

beginning of the year. 

 

e. Donating an item worth $100 or more to either the Shumka Gala Silent Auction or the Shumka School of Dance 

Fundraiser Silent Auction. 

 

 

If a family has not made their fundraising contribution in one of the above ways, their cheque will be cashed and a tax 

deductible receipt for the value of the cheque will be issued at the end of the year. 
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School Fees 

Registration is only complete upon submission of a completed and signed Registration Contract, accompanied by 

payment of a non-refundable, per student registration fee of $15.00 (early bird) or $25.00 (regular) and all tuition fees.  

Tuition fees may be paid in full, or by post-dated cheques, or credit card transactions, according to the Monthly 

Payment Schedule.  Fees paid in full on or before the deadline will be the discounted tuition rates.    

Refund requests will be considered only when received in writing.  One full month’s written notice is required for 

withdrawal. Withdrawals and requests for refunds will be considered until December 17, 2010.  Refund requests will 

not be considered after this date.    

Tuition fees are based on a set number of classes and do not correspond to the number of weeks in any one month.  

Class cancellations due to holidays and other events have already been taken into account in determining the annual 

tuition.  

Tuition fees may be paid either in a lump sum, or in monthly installments.  Payment methods include cash, cheque, 

Visa, Mastercard and Interac.  Those paying in monthly installments must submit their cheques in advance of 

attending classes.  

 

Option 1 - Full Payment 

Cheque 1  Upon registration $15.00 or $25.00/student registration fee 

Cheque 2  by October 1 deadline Full payment (see Fee Schedule) 

Cheque 3  by October 1 deadline (undated) $100.00/student fundraising deposit, $75.00 for   

                                                                                                             2
nd

 student, $50.00 each for 3
rd

 and each  

                                                                                                             additional student. 

Option 2 – Monthly Payment Plan 

Cheque 1  Upon registration $15.00 or $25.00/student registration fee  

Cheque 2  by October 1 deadline Monthly fee x 2 – 1st and last month   

    (See fee schedule for monthly fee; multiply by 2.) 

Cheque 3 - 9  October 1, 2010 - April 1, 2011 Monthly payment (See fee schedule.) 

Cheque 10  by October 1 deadline (undated) $100.00/student fundraising deposit, $75.00 for   

                                                                                                             2
nd

 student, $50.00 each for 3
rd

 and each  

                                                                                                             additional student. 

 

All cheques should be made payable to Shumka School of Dance and should be clearly marked with the name of the 

student(s) in the memo field.  Any cash payments must be placed in a sealed envelope with the student(s) name on the 

outside and an indication of what the payment is for.  You must obtain a receipt from the office for all cash payments.   

Each family is assessed a $100 (or $75 or $50) fundraising deposit which should be made payable to Shumka School 

of Dance on an undated cheque (see Fundraising section).  A review of all volunteer work completed will be done in 

the spring, and this cheque will be destroyed (or returned upon request) if at least 10 hours/student per $100 of 

volunteer work has been done, or an item or items valuing a minimum of $100/student have been donated to the 

annual Shumka Gala auction.  Alternatively, families may wish to donate the fundraising cheque in lieu of 

volunteering, in which case a charitable receipt will be issued.  

To calculate the total fees you will need to pay: 

 Total the number of hours of instruction per week for all members of the immediate family.  (ie.  Sally is 

in Grade 1 and therefore takes one hour of classes per week.  Her brother John is in Grade 5 and therefore 

has 2 hours of core instruction per week.  John’s mother, Jan, also registers him in an Enrichment class 

(2.5 hours).  Together, the family is registered for 5.5 hours per week.) 

 Find the figure of 5.5 hours on the Tuition Fee Schedule in the Hours /Week column.  Look across the 

chart to find your payment either Annual (15% discount) - lump sum payment – or Monthly (15% 

discount) - monthly payments. (Sally and John’s yearly fees are $1202.80 if paid in a lump sum or $133.64 

if paid monthly.) 
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 Fees paid by either Annual or Monthly (with ALL cheques received) on or before the October deadline 

will receive a 15% discount.  (Jan likes this option and will pay $133.64 a month.  She gives the office 10 

cheques on October 1, including her Fundraising Deposits for $100 and $75 and the Registration Fees of 

$15 or $25 each) and Sally and John’s registrations are complete. 

Other required fees associated with Shumka Schoolôs regular activities include costume rental and/or purchase (as 

necessary) and class competition fees.  An explanation of these fees follows.  

 

Costume Fees 

Costume rental fees are $75 per student for one costume (if rented costumes are required). If only parts of a 

costume are required, the cost will be pro-rated accordingly.  A maximum of $100 will be assessed for all 

costuming for a student in each calendar year.  Costume rental fees cover dry cleaning, maintenance and 

incidental costuming and prop purchases.  A damage deposit of $150 per costume is also required.  Upon 

the costume being returned in good condition (including the same hangers), the damage deposit will be 

destroyed. (You are NOT required to clean your costume)  Costumes returned late will be assessed a late 

fee of $10.00 per week.  Private appointments with the Costume Director due to absences from 

scheduled costume fittings and measurements may be assessed at $25 per appointment. 

 

Competition Fees - Classes 

As part of the Core program, each class Grade 1 and above, is registered in competitions.  The number of 
competitions is linked to the age of the students, with students competing in an increasing number of 

events as they get older.  Each competition levies its own fees.  (Most average around $8.00 - $14.00 per 

dancer, for group entries.)  Since competition organizers do not refund money to Shumka School, we 

cannot offer a refund to dancers who withdraw after the competitionôs registration deadline. 

Optional Fees: 

Solo, Duet and Small Group Competition Fees 

Students may wish to participate in solo, duet, or small group competitions for extra challenge.  Each 

competition levies its own fees which range from approximately $6.00 to $30.00.  These fees will be 

clearly itemized on an Extra Curricular Competition Request form in November.  Each student will be 

asked about the competitions in which they want to compete.  According to competition rules, the school, 

on behalf of each dancer, must submit the registrations for each event.  Shumka School of Dance will not 

register students without full payment of competition fees in advance.  Should a student wish to withdraw 

from a competition prior to the competition registration deadline, full monies will be refunded.  However, 

since competition organizers do not refund money to Shumka School we cannot offer a refund to 

dancers who withdraw after the competitionôs registration deadline.  

 

Private Instruction 

Fees for instruction of Solos, Duets, Small Group dances and other private instruction must be arranged 

directly with the instructor on a flat rate or hourly basis.  A $20.00 administration fee is also payable to 

Shumka School of Dance to cover such costs as studio and administrative time.   

 

Examination Fees 

Shumka Dance Syllabus Evaluations are usually offered between May and June.   Upon recommendation 

of the instructor and the Artistic Director, students will be scheduled for examinations and must confirm 

their intent to participate by paying the appropriate fees.  Fees range between $22 and $38 depending upon 

the age and level of the dancer. 

 

Other Optional Items 

Other costs include Winter and Year-End Concert tickets, school photos, WEM World Waterpark tickets, 

and concert DVDs.  
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NSF Charges 

Please note that if a cheque is returned NSF, a $25.00 fee will be levied.  In addition, each payment submitted after the 

relevant deadline is subject to a $25.00 late fee.  Any fees (tuition, competition, costume, etc.) unpaid at year-end may 

result in a dancer being removed from year-end show choreography.  

 

Payment Options 
Registration fees, tuition fees and fundraising deposits must be submitted by October 1, 2010 in order to merit the 15% 

discount offered.  All fees may be paid by cash, cheque, Interac, Visa or Mastercard.   A schedule of all other fees 

(required and optional) will be provided as soon as is possible.  

 

 

Child Fitness Tax Credit ð Receipts for Amounts Paid in 2010 
 
Shumka School of Dance will be issuing receipts for income tax purposes for eligible amounts paid in 2010, in order that 

families can claim the Childrenôs Fitness Tax Credit offered by the Government of Canada.  These income tax receipts can 

be submitted when you file your tax return for the 2010 tax year, i.e., after December 31, 2010.  These receipts will 

be issued on a request basis only. 
 

Will my receipt show all the fees I have paid to Shumka School? 
 

No.  Only some of the fees that you pay to Shumka School are eligible for the tax credit, as indicated on the Canada 

Revenue Agency website:  http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/whatsnew/organiz-e.html 

 

Type of Fee                                                  When Paid?   When is receipt available? 
 

Summer Dance Camps 2010  Anytime during 2010  July-August, 2010 

(will not include the portion of fees  calendar year 

for room & board at overnight camps 

 

Registration, costume rental and  Anytime between Jan. 1  In the office after March 1, 

tuition fees for 2010 year   and December 31, 2010  2011 

 

If I pre-paid my tuition in full before January 2010, will I still get a receipt for this amount? 
 

No.  However, if you pre-pay your entire tuition for the 2010/11 dance season before December 31, 2010, this whole 

amount will show up on your receipt.  If you choose to pay your fees in monthly amounts, only the amounts 

received/cashed in 2010 will show up on the receipt you will receive after March 1, 2011. 

 

According to the guidelines of the Childrenôs Fitness Tax Credit, any fees, or portion of fees, that you pay in 2010 

(between January 1 and December 31, 2010), whether they apply to classes taking place in 2010 or 2011, will be listed on 

these receipts.  Only fees actually received by Shumka School will be listed on the receipts.  Payments that are post-dated 

beyond December 31, 2010 and NSF payments are not eligible to be considered. 

 

Will the receipt list fees paid for all of my children at Shumka School? 
 

Your receipt will detail the eligible fees (registration, costume rental, tuition, summer camp) paid for all your children who 

were under age 16 at any time during the year. 

 

If you have more than one child registered at Shumka School, the fees shown for each child will reflect each childôs tuition 

as the appropriate portion (based on the duration of dance class) of the total fees paid for the family.    

 


